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The pioneer settlers liio came to the district 
now known as the Carseland distirict in 1907, 

1908 and 1909 from irell settled districts in 
Eastern Canada and the United States, i^ere a 
church had. been a part of their vraj of life, 
desired to establish a similar pattern in their 
new surroundings. Services by student ministers 
were held at different hemes chiring the summer 
months. Always in the minds of these people was 
the dream to establish a "Churdi of their own." 

The first Ladies Aid vjas organized at the home 
of Mrs. Berquist on May 6, I9IO >ri.th Mrs.Addeman 
as president. It xras decided at this meeting 
that each member should pay a regular fee of 
tirenty-five cents per month, to be used in 
purchasing material for the use of the society; 
the balance to be reserved as a fund towards 
erecting a church building. Tliis organization 
was designated as the "Bow-Valley Ladies Aid 
Society" with an enrollment of nine members. 

By June 1911 membership had groT'in to eighteen, 
and it was unanimously agreed by all that the 
reserve fund of twenty-five dollars be donated 
towards a Sunday School organ fund. However, 
in September it was decided to present this 
same twenty-five dollars to the minister, Mr. 
Hipkin, as a §. ight token of appreciation of 
his labors in this vicinity. 

During this time a number of people met at the 
Horse Track School located near ^iiere the Cool 
hame is now, and organized the first Sunday 
School, electing Mr, G.C.Melencfy as superintendeaat. 



This Sunday School Service -was held for a tme 
then leter moved to the Griesbach store building 
one mile south of liiat is now the tovm of 
Carseland. Church services were held here also 
by students in the ministry, including Mr,nipkin 
and iir. Fain-jeather. In 191 )-i a student supply 
in Strangmuir school house, north-east of 
Carseland. Through Mr. Coates' influence and 
assistance a definite plan xras made and funds 
collected to build a churdi. This building vra.s 
erected in the new tom of Carseland and dedicated 
in the fall of 191U. 

Mr. Piper a student X'jas the first resident 
minister and served until July 1915 xlien Rev. 

L. R.McDonald, our first ordained minister, was 
sent by Conference to serve Blind Creek, Daleraead 
and Carseland. Reverend McDonald was a man of 
steadfast purpose and laid a firm foundation for 
a church group before moving on to another field 
in 1919. 

The first Church Board members were the folln-ri.ng r 
Mr. F. Addeiiian, Mr. Field, Mr. 0. Moorehouse, 

Mr. Moore, Mr. Robinson and Mr. G.C. Melendy. 

In 1919 Reverend Lund came for one year, followed 
by Reverend Cook for two years, and in 1922 Rev. 

T. Lonsdale took over — a lone bachelor — but 
not for long. The next winter he brought his 
bride to our community. 

In these days the Church x^as quite the ”Ca-nmxinity 
Centre", and the Ladies Aid held i.iai y successful 
entertainments and suppers, lir. and Mrs.Lonsdale 
had a special aptitude for entertainments andmany 
enjoyable aiiiateur programs xjere produced xinder 
their direction. These years xjere a part of our 
most successful period. People still clung to 
the community for social life, and the Church 



harl not yet been by-passed for i.iore exciting 
diversions. Reverend and rlrs. Lonsdale had a 
special interest in the 'youn'^ people' of the 
district — liio are the 'older ones' now. It 
is not likely those viio attended Trail Rangers, 
Tuxis, and C.G.I.T. have forgotten.the good 
times shared by all at the meetings and caaps. 

As much as vre appreciated 'the Lonsdales' it 
seened that others had recognized their capabili¬ 
ties, and in 192^ they accepted a call to Banff. 
All regretfully bade them farewell, as they 
departed for tlieir lovely new location, idiere 
they have dvielt ever since. 

Reverend Johnson and his x-dfe carae in 192^, but 
due to failing health, returned to their old 
home in Nova Scotia in 1927. 

The 'Lonrjnires' arrived in 1927 when prosperous 
years were with us, and it ms simoother sailing, 
from a financial stanc^oint. At this time, 
hopes for a much needed new manse, becajme a 
reality, undjer Reverend Longraire's capable 
direction and personal latror. Reverend and ilrs. 
Longmire conducted a girls' camp for teen-age 
girls for two weeks each sunrner. They also 
helped stage many successful hane talent plays. 
The annual Sports Day held by the Carseland, 
Dalemead, and Blind Creek diurdies at the Bow 
River picnic grounds was very popular in these 
years. 

But now a dark cloud was rolling up on the 
horizon. 'The depression followed by drought 
became a bitter factor in prairie life.. The 
bitterness of the people was reflected in their 
attitude towards the Church and great difficulty 
lias experienced in meeting the necessafy expenses 
In 1933, after five years of sincere service and 
successful accorapliiiments the Longraires moved 
to Crossfield. 



In the i.iidst of the depression ileverend aid drs. 
Forster and their family of boys came to help 
keep the vriieels turning. They, -with their quiet, 
cheerful manner and good music, provided a bright 
spot in these dark days* However, nothing less 
than a miracle man could have injected much life 
into the church at this time. 

The first wedding held in the new Carseland churdi 
was in 193U — J3ob Groves and Laura Kennaugh. 

In 1937 as the tiine da-ew near for the 'Forsters' 
to leave, eveig/one began to realize how ;much 
their (dieerful presence would be missed, in the 
coiTsmunitj'-. ‘fne three-points eiqiressed their 
appreciation of the hard years e 3 q)erienced by 
Reverend and iirs. Forster by holding a farewell 
picnic in their honour. IHie large attendance was 
a real tribute to their years of devotion, duty 
and courage, in the face of great discourageinent. 

Reverend Forster was followed by Reverend i-IcKclvie 
and then Reverend Clegg, both of inia'a struggled 
to keep the clmrch alive despite small attendances 
and financial difficulties. 

Reverend Seiber and family joined us aid stirred 
the anoldering ejabers,and a new flame of interest 
shot forth. These were trying tiimes for our 
minister and his fanily. Miile here, iirs.Seiber 
passed away, aii our minister continued to lead 
his flock patiently, in 55 ite of his o;m sorroxj- 
ing, days. Reverend Seiber was truly a man with 
a green thumb. The yard at the manse glowed with 
lusci^s groxjth of drubs and flowers. VJhcn you 
lopkeci upon it you couldn't help but recall the 
verse, "One is nearer to God in a garden than 
anyi-dere else on earth," 

Reverend ai d Hrs.Hunt caiue in 19U6 frcan an active 
church in Strathmore' to find many difficulties. 



He ijas given three other points to minister to 
twice a month. Ihe pressures and demands on a 
man serving six districts must have been many. 
Reverend and ilrs. H\int gave generousl^y of their 
time, mth lirs. Hunt accompaiying him to lead 
in the musical activities. 

In 19Uu after Reverend Hunt left, iro Tjere 
ministered to one Sunday by Reverend Pike. 

He had been offered a charge in B. C. after 
accepting Carselaa d, ad m^ed to go to that 
point. 

The following two years we were served by a 
student, Len xIcArthur, frcm Calgary,'who at 
this time i^jas attending Mount Royal College. 
Again, xi th the persistent drive of youth, and 
one not easily discouraged, Len flamed -the eirbers 
of dxurch spirit. 'Ihe young people became 
interested and -were loyal in 4iurch attendance. 
Len McArthur's vjeek-ends were Spent xith the 
young people in the district, aa d he inspired a 
definite interest to give the church building a 
face-lifting. The struggles of past years were 
shoxjing on its interior, -ffith broken plaster, aid 
sinoked. x-jalls. Many will recall listening to a 
sermon, as they sat groip ed around the old oo al 
heater — one side of you cooking xiiile "Uie other 
side shivered. Ihese were 'the same days, that 
Tjinds caused the old heater to smoke; making it 
difficult to see the minister at the front bf 
the churdi. A building ccranittee vias appointed, 
and xjith Len xrorking irn.th them, the plans moved 
ijito action. The interior xras covered xri.th a 
ten-test material, and txro small rooms were 
built on either side of the chancel, it this 
time Calgary Poxver xras installed for'the enjoy¬ 
ment of an. Everyone gave generously of his 
time, and vre: xjere indeed happy xri.th the results 
of allthe efforts. 



)Ir. N. li.Jackson wrth his mfe ?reidn, ar.d Wo 
daughters Lynne and Wilma, came to us as alay 
supply ’.linister from Calgary, xjhere "Bert'' had 
been pastor of a Pentecostal Church. Ilr; and 
ilrs. Jackson awakened a spiritual groTith through¬ 
out the diarge, by their visitation worlc, and a 
genuine interest in all of the people of the 
district, ilr. Jackson's excellent sennons and 
Bible Souefy Classes held in Dalemead x-rorc an 
inspiration to allxho attended, aid through his 
■ministry a nuiiber of nexr lembers xiere ’welcamed 
into tiie church, lira Jaclcson was active in the 
'•/. A., girls' clubs, choir wrork, and Sunday 
School, and produced Christmas concerts that 
were enjoyed by all. After a snjc-year ministry 
here, x-je regretfully said good-bye, xiien they 
left to minister at Hobbema, xihere dr. Jackson 
iTOuld have xiork an ong the Indians. 

Reverend and Mrs. R.B.Gibson came to Carseland 
in Septeiioer, 1956. VJe x-rere so fortunate to 
have, his years of ejgrerience and his xjonderfxil 
Sco'C'bish wdt. Under his able guidance 'tlie 
Sxxnday Sdiool room -was built, by tlie local 
ccffmaunity men. The folloxd.ng year memorial pexrs 
and a nevj floor runner vrore donated by some of 
our loci members, ai d maiy of the older ones 
>Aio had since moved ax^ay. Mrs. Gibson taught 
pre-school Sxmeky Sdiool and was president of 
the ¥.A. Besides 'these she very capably lead 
the lyro boys' club, and Explorer girls' group, 
both of xiiich were very successful. Everyone 
agreed we lost a lot wnen the Gibsons retired 
and moved to VAiite Rock, B.C. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Smith and family came in 
August of i960. He resumed his studies the 
following September, but still found time for 
visitations. Under his guidance the Explorer 



and C.G.I.T. groups were started, as well as 
a junior girls choir. In the fall of 1962 he 
took up his new duties at Vauxhall. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Robson and famly of four boys, 
John, Bob, Ricky and Ho^jard, cane, to Carseland ^ 
in An.gust, 1962, from the Yoxingstoign charge. A 
fifth son, Glen Martin, was bom in March, I963. 
In his first year I'lr. Robson completed his grade 
t-t-relve at the, Carseland High School. Besides 
his studies, he iras active in choir work at all 
tiiree charges. He also sponsored official 
visitations by church yaerabers cluring the annual 
canvas. The success of this project resulted 
in Carseland charge becoming self-supporting in 
19bU. During his second year here, Mr. Robson 
attended ,Mount Royal College. Mrs. Robson and 
the fainily are active in the community, mth 
mrs. Robson particularly active in the Home aid 
School Association, and the U.C.U. She accepted 
the position of president of the Horae ai d School 
for the 195U-65 terra. During the sunraer she 
capably manages the vacation Bible School. We 
are pleased that the Robsons plan on, staying 
at the Carseland charge for another year. 

During most of this time Carseland charge has 
been an "Aid-Receiving Charge," receiving 
financial aid from the Board of Heme Missions 
-Lor ministerial support. The Superintendent of 
our Board of Home Missions through these rraany 
years has been Rev. Dwight Poi-rell vdiose patient 
and co-operative attitude has guided Calgarj'- 
Presbytery to realize and grant Carseland charge 
their many requests. As Supervisor, Reverend 
Powell has been our guest speaker on several 
occasions, all of wliidi vrere enjoyed by the 
congregation, especially his "children's stories.' 
.Ifter 50 years of being supervised by Home 




Missions, Carseland Char,r;e is happy to becoitie 
self-supporting the year of their church 
building's $Oth anniversary. At this same time 
ire are no longer a part of Calgary Presbytery, 
but are under tlie guidance of the neu Foothills 
Presbytery, viiich inclades the suburban charges 
around Calgary. Regardless of the many changes 
talcing place, i-re hope to still maintain a close 
contact ixith Reverend Powell. 

No chronicle of the life of this church would be 
complete without a word of tribute to the loyal 
and devoted members of the congregation idio over 
the past fifty years have attended this church. 
They never thought the struggle to keep the 
church open was hopeless, and their faith has 
been justified by the realization of the cele¬ 
bration of its fiftieth anniversary. 

It would be difficult — indeed ixapossible — to 
list all the indlviducdLs iho have worked to 
achieve xhat has been done. A church is not- 
merely an edifice, nor an institution, nor a 
collection of organizations, but a band of 
dedicated people''looking outxjard in the sa?me 
direction.'' If the naraes of all the members 
of the past Official Board, the Session, the 
Board of Trustees, the executives of the .'/ceaen's 
organizations, the Sunday School officers, — 
if all those were listed, there xjould still be 
loyal and consecrated xrorkers oraittedj like 
women xiio have stood all day in a hot kitchen 
baking for a churdi supper, or xdio have sat for 
hours at sexring machines or quilting frames to 
provide funds to maintain a chu.rch for the 
community. To single out some wrould mean to 
neglect others equally vrorthy. It xrould seem 
best that in the service of Christ and His 
Church xje should be content with a blessed 
anonymity. 



A word of appreciation must be expressed to 
those many membersof the Anglican Church, idao 
lacking a church building in tliis district, 
have walked along with us for many years. They 
have shown a fine spirit of co-operation in our 
many ventures as well as in the establishment of 
the church building itself. 

Finally, after fifty years of struggles, the 
Carseland charge has taken a forward step to 
becane self-supporting. It has taken careful 
administration and. a periodical "nudging" of 
the congregation (and indeed tdiat congregation 
does not need a periodical nudging lest they 
"grow weary of well-doing"?) to achieve this 
goal. So today, it is to our young people xre 
look to carry on this church started so many 
years ago. It is a monument to the hopes aid 
plans of those people of ^9^h• "We hope you 
will preserve, improve and cherish it, and will 
always have a "Ghurdi of your own." 



On Jtine lUth, 19'^U, at 3iOO p.m. another milestone 
of the Carseland United Church ras reached when 
approxiiaately 200 people filled the chiirch to 
capacity \ith the overflow in the Sunday School 
rooiiis. The 50th Anniversary of the church build¬ 
ing camnenced with a worship service, Puev. D. K. 
¥alker of St.ilatthews United Church, Calgarjr, -was 
gue.st speaker. Tlie two soloists were Mrs. George 
i'lcElroy of Chesteriere Lake district and Mr. Noel 
Barlow of Carseland. -Irs. ilciHroy, who was also 
one of the two soloists ^0 years ago at the true 
of dedication, very capably sang ''Life's Lullaby." 
Noel, of the Anglican congregation, -vAiidi at one 
time used the church, and therefore becaiae very 
iiuch a part of the church history,sang "Bless 
Tills House." 

At 5:00 p.m. the congregation sat do-wn to a full 
course dinner in the cQi-ri.,iunity hall, wiiich iras 
suitably decorated in keeping with the Golden 
Anniversary, iteverend lilhitmore, also of St. 
Matthews asked the blessing. Following the dinner 
Myrna Downey and her t™ daiighters, Colleen and 
Lori, aL ong w: th Harry Christensen and his son, 
Barry, thrilled those present with four very 
appropriate songs ihich included "How Great 'Thou 
Art" and "Tlie Place Plhere I Morship." 

Ivy Podnaroff and John Paris read the church 
history, and each minister present rose and spoke 
when his na^Tie was mentioned. During this td.me 
lettersof congratulation from former ministers 
who were unable to attend were read by Mrs.Hobson. 

A letter from Reverend Coates of Washington, -tho 
i-jas a student minister at the time of the dedica¬ 
tion service, enlightened the present congregation 
on many past details. Letters of regret for being 
unable to be present were read frcam Reverend Imsdale 
Reverend iIcArthur, and Reverend Gibson. In place 
of Reverend Forster, -iho has since passed away, 
vjere his two sons and their faimilies. Arthur 
Forster spoke on behalf of his father, which wras 
very much appreciated. It was plain to all that 
Art had inherited his father's humorous qualities. 



Hilton Moorehouse, those parents were active in 
establishing the diurch building, flew from 
Montreal to be tdth us for the occasion, Hilton 
found it easy to reminisce fully on his church 
life in Garseland, at this time. Unfortunately, 
only two fornier 'oinisters were able to attend, 
Reverend and Ilrs. S. Hunt, and ilr. aid Mrs. H. 
Jackson. Rev. C. D, Powell, D.D., from the 
Board of Hcxne Missions congratulated the church 
on becoining self-supporting this year, l/ilbur 
Melencty presented aiall gifts of appreciation to 
iirs, McKLray, Dr. Poirell, and our young people 
>iio were so helpful durin,g the dinner hour. 
Reverend Hunt extended a sincere thaik you on 
behalf of all present to those 'fdio gave freely 
of their time and energy, and closed the celebra¬ 
tion with a prayer. 

Many of those idio were present were old timers now 
retired and moved away, ai d those xiio were childrai 
at the dedication service and have since settled 
in other districts. It was indeed a pleasure to 
look au^ound and recognize faces and see friends 
diatting tc^ether vho had not seen each other for 
years. It iras the presence of these people that 
made the day a success, and one to be remembered. 

Me were pleased to note that of the original 
Church Board cassisting of sis members, all of 
ihaa have since passed away, all but one was 
represented by members of their faiiiilies — sons, 
daughters, grand children and great-grandchildren. 
‘Ihese are the things that are responsible for the 
closeness of the congregation in a snail diiirch. 

As the day drew to a close \<ie were conscious of 
things left \indone, but xre also realized how 
inportant it is to keep our church doors open. 

We pray that many Who worshiped together this 
lUth das'- of June, 19^h, will join together to 
make the Garseland United Church 100th Anniversary 
just as successful. 








